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SEBAsTlANmMmro s Exaltatio depicts the see-say J’datmasm
of natural organic and man-made geometric forms

An arena of ‘

SEBASTIAN DI
MAURO: Praeparatio
Physica (Omniscient
Gallery, 815 Stanley St
until Oct 29)

SEBASTIAN Di Mauro,
an emerging Brisbane
sculptor, specialises in
mixed-media work ex-
pressing a quest for eco-
Ioslcal and spiritual bal-

This has been familiar
territory in contempo-
rary art since Yves
Klein created his con-
templative blue “void”
paintings in the 60s.

Yet although Di Mau-
ro is covering old
groundin his latest exhi-
‘bition — and despite the
weakness of his 23 draw-
ings on view — his
sculptural work is
strong, compelling and
thought-provoking.

In this show, Di Mau-
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means of escaping mate-

rialism and entering a
new evolutionary phase
of greater spirituality.
He has filled Omnis-
cient Gallery’s dark
downstairs cellar space
with 12 constructions
and installations,

transforming it into an

arena of magic, ritual
and mystery.

Di Mauro uses ma-
terials which have pow-

erful and basic associa-

tions with nature, cul-
ture and ritual — water,

~ olive oil, light, stone,
io proposes that art can  wood and metal —

and
hence with life, death
and the spirit -

_ladder ascending to

magic, ritual
and mystery

Energy Circeles, for in-
stance, a slab of rough
burnt timber with ellip-
tical circlets of tiny
winking lights, has the
elegant formalism of
contemporary western
sculpture, but also sug-
gests the force of indi-
genous art.

Among the sculptures:
that best demonstrates
Di Mauro’'s ability to re-
inforce his ideas of bal-
ance, energy and spiritu-
al growth with the in-
tense physicality of
natural materials — and
his fine sense of how a
piece should meet the
floor — is Exaltatio.

This instaliation
achieves a delicate see-
sawing relationship of
natural organic and
man-made geometric
forms: a clay cone drip-
ping oil hovers over a

heaven and a mangrove
tree inside an inscribed
circle.




